
Valuing

Tales of recyclability and the hand made

by Diana Gibbons



The 
Devonshire Collection of Period 
Costume (housed at the Fashion 

and Textiles Institute at Falmouth 
University. 

I love all the intricacies of the small details. Even though 
these garments and accessories were made in a time without 

modern machinery, they are constructed beautifully and with genius. 
How have we lost this genius when our technology is technically more 

advanced? 
Imagine a world where we get this back; where we value all our 

clothes like they have had countless hours put into their 
design and construction. 



There 
is such beauty 
in the stitching 

here. Both the 
purposeful 

embroidery and 
the patching 
stitches are 

mesmerizing. 



Imagine we valued the 
origins of our garments 
more. Both the plants 
and animals which fibres 
come from, but also the 
construction process. 



Imagine 
a world where people 

wholeheartedly cared about our animals. They 
provide us with so much. 



Waste fleece provided by The 
Natural Fibre Company. 
It is only classed as ‘waste’ 
due to the paint on the fleece. This 
can be washed out and then used 
normally.

There is nothing ‘waste’ about this; 
it still has beautiful colours, 

both natural and synthetic, and 
it still has its amazing curly 

texture. 
Imagine reconsidering what the 
industry counts as throw-away.





Circularity

You must design 
with the end in 
mind at all times. 

It is my responsibility 
as a designer as to how 
my creations end their 
lives. I want them 

cherished for years; 
pass down through 

generations like 
clothes were. I want 
them countlessly 
mended so that they 
transform into a 
completely different 
character. I want 
them regifted. I want 
them to break down 
in the soil quickly and 
give back to the earth 
where they came from 
in the beginning.





Imagine 
a world where 
these colours 
and textures 

were 
cherished.  

Looping in technique on a domestic knit machine, tension 6. 
Experimenting with different types of waste from The Natural Fibre 
Company. 



Taking 
inspiration from the Cornish 
landscape around me, I designed 

the weave on my knit based on the 
shapes I saw.

Imagine a world where our clothes were 
designed in a place nearby. We 

could be truly 
proud of our 

story.



What if all 
garements were 
unique? All stitched in 

different patterns 
or gathered in 

different amounts? 





“narritives around craft and artisanship”     

“expertise and quality”

McKinsey & Company ‘The State of Fashion 2026’ report



Valuing dives 
into an imaginary world 

that does not exist yet. But it is vital to 
understand that it could be a reality should we 

strive for it. 

The wool industry worldwide is suffering as farmers are not paid enough for the 
wool their sheep produce. This means it is binned or burnt; simply wasted. 

Educate society; make them want to care. Make them want to learn how fibres are grown or 
produced because it matters what you wear next to your skin. Let people learn that clothes take 

time to make and should not be simply discarded into a bin bag. 

Be anti-consumerist. Anti-materialist. Bring back the knowledge of the past where 
individuals knew how to hand sew. In our current world of crazy machinery, of fast 

fashion, the past seems a long time ago. But people can be 
re-taught needle craft and to see the beauty and intricacy of 

this skill. 

This education can exist for all. We should strive towards 
it.

Included in my work is: 
Shetland wool

A mix of waste wool
Linen
Silk

Cotton thread
Coconut buttons
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