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CONCEPT
STATEMENT

My collection, The Body is a House, comprises dark, luxurious, Australian Jarrah
accessories that explore the boundaries between product and fashion design,
showing functional and aesthetic influence from African historical design, and
furniture design from the mid-century modern era. I believe I was encouraged in
these directions because of my parents. My father, born and raised in Zimbabwe,
shares trinkets and art from his home country with my mother who, passionate
about furniture design, finds ways to decorate our home with this African craft. 

My designs are multipurpose, existing on the body and beyond, belonging in a
household environment and serving a functional purpose. Hence, I am taking an
interdisciplinary approach, integrating theory and methods from both furniture
and object design. My methodology and handling of materials involve using
computer-based programs and modern software, such as laser etching.
Generative AI assisted in creating shapes and patterns, like the boarder of my
shoe etching design. Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator helped me translate two-
dimensional silhouettes informed by visual signifiers of mid-century modern
furniture to three-dimensional design outcomes. 
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In the contemporary context, technological advances are often used without
intention, to create mass-produced, generic design for evolving trends. By
thoughtfully using technology to reinterpret traditional techniques and motifs
with new design elements, I can help authentic African heritage be appreciated
by a larger global audience and connected to a rapidly evolving

contemporary context. I contribute to the adaptability of
traditions, ensuring that the storytelling value and quality of past
African craftsmanship can exist and be maintained within fast-
paced contemporary design. 
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TECHNICAL
PACKAGE

Clear 3D models, flat technical sketches and/or

relevant information about the specific production,

manufacture and materials needed to replicate my

design

The Body is a House
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This model functions as a hair accessory

and a belt buckle. 
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SHOE

Inspired by Paduka from historical Eastern Africa, this

sandal shoe is complete with etchings on the surface

and a peg to go next to the wearer’s big toe. 

Upside down, this peg can be used as a hanger, for

coats at the front of the home. The laser etching

brings an elegance and appreciation of artistic

artefacts to the home. 
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NECKLACE/HANGER

On the body, this functions as a necklace with the

purpose of aesthetics. Beyond the body, this

product is a visually beautiful scarf/fabric hanger. 

The dark Australian Jarrah gives this piece a

finished, organic look, contributing a sense of

elegance and artistry. 
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This conceptual object appeals to traditional ways

of accessory making, serving the purpose of

managing the wearers’ hair, while being visual

beautiful and handcrafted. 



TECHNICAL SKETCHES,
PRODUCTION, MANUFACTURE
AND MATERIALS

The Body is a House
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Page: 
1 of  5

Style: 
Shoe 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

1 25mm high jarrah wood toe holder

2 20mm high jarrah wood base

3 Laser etched flower pattern on jarrah
surface 
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Style: 
Shoe 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

1 25mm high jarrah wood toe holder

2 20mm high jarrah wood base
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Style: 
Shoe 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

1 27cm

2 10 cm

3 7cm

4 2cm

5 2.5cm 
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Style: 
Shoe 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

Detail Name Units Size Material Colour Placement Supplier Cost

Base .5
140x19mm
0.5m

Jarrah
Wood

Dark red
brown

Bottom Bunnings 12.85

Toe holder 0.8
2.5 x 3 x
3cm

Jarrah wood
Dark red
brown

Top of
surface

Bunnings 7.30

Glue 0.05 1mml
Wood
adhesive

Clear
Underneath
Toe Holder

Bunnings 8.00
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Style: 
Shoe 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

Detail Name Size Material Colour Placement Supplier Cost

Laser Etch
Surface

27 x 10cm Jarrah wood Dark brown
Surface of
base

Curtin
Woodwork

0

Band Saw Jarrah wood

Circumference
of Base,
silhouette of
Toe Holder

Curtin
Woodwork

0

Disc Sander Jarrah Wood Circumference
Curtin
Woodwork

0

Circular
Sander

Jarrah Wood Toe Holder
Curtin
Woodwork

0



Page: 
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Style: 
Hair Pin 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

1 End detailing

2 Curved edges for hair holding

3 Point to pierce hair

4 Organic carved edges
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Style: 
Hair Pin 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

1 21cm

2 3cm

3 1cm
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Style: 
Hair Pin 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

Detail Name Units Size Material Colour Placement Supplier Cost

Body .25
22 x 3 x
1.5cm

Jarrah wood
Dark red
brown

Body Bunnings 12.85
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Style: 
Hair Pin 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

Hardware
Name

Size Material Colour Placement Supplier Cost

Disc Sander Jarrah wood Body
Curtin
Woodwork

0

Band saw Jarrah wood Body
Curtin
Woodwork

0

Linisher Jarrah wood Body
Curtin
Woodwork

0
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Style: 
Belt 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

1 Hair pin/belt holder

2 15mm high jarrah wood base

3 Laser etched flower pattern on jarrah
surface 
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Style: 
Belt 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

1 13cm

2 9cm

3 3cm
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Style: 
Belt

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

Detail Name Units Size Material Colour Placement Supplier Cost

Disc .25
9 x 9 x 1.5
cm

Jarrah wood
Dark red
brown

Base Bunnings 12.85

Pin 0.1
13 x 1.5 x
1.5 cm

Jarrah wood
Dark red
brown

Side Bunnings 5
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Style: 
Belt 

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

Detail Name Size Material Colour Placement Supplier Cost

Laser Etch
Surface

9 x 9 cm Jarrah wood Dark brown
Top Disc
surface

Curtin
Woodwork

0

Band Saw Jarrah wood Disc, Hair Pin
Curtin
Woodwork

0

Disc Sander Jarrah Wood
Disc
circumference

Curtin
Woodwork

0

Circular
Sander

Jarrah Wood
Inside Disc,
Pin

Curtin
Woodwork

0
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Style: 
Hanger

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

1 Base

2 Hook detailing

3 Wooden beads

4 Woven string

5 3mm drill hole



Page: 
2 of 4

Style: 
Hanger

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

1 12cm

2 4cm

3 1cm

4 14cm

5 0.3cm



Page: 
3 of 4

Style: 
Hanger

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

Detail Name Units Size Material Colour Placement Supplier Cost

Base 0.25
14 x 14 x 2
cm 

Jarrah wood
Dark red
brown

Body Bunnings 12.85

Hook 0.1 4 x 4 x 2 cm Jarrah wood
Dark red
brown

Bottom Bunnings 4.5

String 0.1 14cm
Woven
String

Creme
Between
body and
bottom

Bunnings 4

Bead 3 1 x 1 x 1cm Wood
Yellow,
Orange,
Red

On String
Homecraft
Textiles

1.5
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Style: 
Hanger

Version: 
001

Material: 
Jarrah Wood

Only Natural
Maddie Clark

Detail Name Size Material Colour Placement Supplier Cost

Band Saw Jarrah wood Base, Hook
Curtin
Woodwork

0

Disc Sander Jarrah Wood Base, Hook
Curtin
Woodwork

0

Circular
Sander

Jarrah Wood Hook, Base
Curtin
Woodwork

0

Drill Jarrah Wood
Bottom of
Base, top of
Hook 

Home
Appliance

0



MATERIAL RESEARCH

The Body is a House
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PLYWOOD The stock of this wood type is very thin sheets, not suited to the shoe and necklace design.

The objects would also be structurally weak, which would not allow me to meet my target

of elegant, expensive products. 



PINE Pine is the cheapest, most versatile option. This however gives a very

modern, processed impression, unlike a dark or red wood. 



PINE PLINTH
A thick, square plinth will be used for the peg on the shoe. 

This could also be used for the hair pin but this means the grain of the wood

would be going longways across the pin, making it structurally weaker. 



JARRAH WOOD
Australian Jarrah wood was the decided material

for my final prototypes. This material is more

expensive, structurally dense, and has a deep

red/brown colour. The dense quality of Jarrah

appeals to the functional requirements of my

objects; that they can be worn on the body during

movement without breaking or splintering. The deep

tone of the wood combined with the fact that laser

etching has the best outcome against dark

surfaces, helps to contribute to the luxurious, artistic

feel intended for my final products. 

Buying a thick, 0.9m long slab of wood is the best

option for all my products, as the wood can be

thinned and halved. 



FINAL
OUTCOMES

Photoshoot images and quality control:

checking the final outcome against the

technical package.
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TECHNICAL PACKAGE

SHOE

FINAL

SHOE
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The final is a large scale, tall platform shoe, with an exaggeratedly

heavy volume. Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop software was used

to generate the repeating pattern on the surface of the shoe, and

laser etching brought this to a 3 dimensional outcome. 

Using sanding software from the woodwork room, I created sharp

edges and lines, reminiscent of a midcentury modern tabletop. 



VIZCOM 3D MODEL

BELT

TECHNICAL PACKAGE

BELT

FINAL

BELT

This hair pin is large scale, with rounded edges on both the disc and

pin, to create unity and a natural form. 

Laser etching technologies were used to create a pattern on the

surface of the disc which matches the shoe, bringing the products of

my collection together as a whole. 
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The final product largely resembled the Vizcom render. I used woven

string for the final as a contrast tone against the dark Jarrah. Beads

and string are a meaningful material in expression and storytelling

of traditional African culture, and I was inspired by clothing and

jewellery design from history. This use of heritage materials allowed

me to deeper connect to my research. 

 

VIZCOM 3D MODEL

NECKLACE

TECHNICAL PACKAGE

NECKLACE

FINAL

NECKLACE



TECHNICAL PACKAGE

HAIR PIN

The hair pin functions in a very traditional way, where a solid structure is used to wrap the hair

up in a specific way. In historical East African design, hair pins have a unique design at the base,

allowing individuality and a medium of self expression through accessories. Using the sanding

hardware, I was able to use modern technology to replicate hand carving, organic forms. The

ridges on the body of the pin serves the functional purpose of keeping the hair in place.  

VIZCOM 3D MODEL

HAIR PIN

FINAL

HAIR PIN

AFRICAN HERITAGE

INSPIRATION

HAIR PIN



   SELF
REFLECTION
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The physical outcomes were largely successful in linking to my proposed concept statement. Using heritage

materials, dark Jarrah, woven string and wooden beads allowed me to link to the traditional, hand-crafted aesthetic

of historical African design. The resources and machinery provided by the woodwork rooms helped me form organic

shapes and rounded edges, connecting with the exaggerated proportioned, abstract forms of mid-century modern

furniture design. I utilised laser etching technologies to translate 2-dimensional patterns and signifiers from African

design onto my 3-dimensional resolved objects. Using Generative AI and Photoshop streamlined the development

process, helping me to create a shoe silhouette to etch onto the wood, avoiding any offcuts waste from misaligned

band saw cutting. Through my design methodology, I discovered ways to link fashion and object design, connecting

different shapes and considering how different orientations can transform an object’s reading. For example, my

necklace doubles as a coat hanger when held upside down and placed in a different context. To improve my

designs, I think I could benefit from incorporating a wider range of materials, such as leather, to better connect to my

historical research. Additionally, I think the finishing stages could have benefited from using a polish to make the

laser etching contrast more; however, the raw material edges contribute authenticity to the pieces, allowing every

detail of time and effort to shine through. 



REFERENCES
1st Dibs. n.d. “Large Rispal ‘Praying Mantis’ Sculptural Floor Lamp in American Walnut.” 1st Dibs. https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/lighting/floor-lamps/large-rispal-praying-mantis-sculptural-floor-lamp-american-walnut/id-

f_26219732/?.%20epik=dj0yJnU9VXp6S19MQmw0MDd1MEFjV1AtWmppZDJtMWpNUG03X1QmcD0wJm49TDdWZDkzd2xzQWVfRkxsblZ6LWhVUSZ0PUFBQUFBR2dIRlk4.

1st Dibs. n.d. “Mid Century Sofa’s by Hy Farber.” 1st Dibs. https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/seating/sofas/mid-century-sofas-hy-farber-two-available/id-f_662294/.

Ace of Shoe (@Aceofshoe). 2024. “@Gabrielemockviciute.” Instagram Post, March 2, 2024. https://www.instagram.com/aceofshoe/p/C4BIzMqus8f/.

Artwork created using Photoshop’s Generative Expand Tool, "Shoe Shape" May 29, 2025, Photoshop. 

Balmain. 2023. “Balmain’s Renaissance Collection.” Balmain. https://us.balmain.com/en/experience/balmain-renaissance-collection?srsltid=AfmBOooZzWQ2JiUVICchk15hXlu1iG-lgIq9_aFGYoepFH3FheQJi52-.

Bearup, Jill. 2018. “Hairsticks, A History.” Jill Bearup. https://www.jillbearup.com/2018/04/hairsticks-history.html.

Bougie. n.d. “’Orbita; Illuminator 3000’ Table Lamp.” Bougie. https://bougie.store/products/global-illuminator-3000-desk-lamp.

Build LLC. 2012. “The Craft of Master Woodworkers.” Build LLC. https://blog.buildllc.com/2012/05/the-craft-of-master-woodworkers/.

CASA. n.d. “6 Home Interior Design and Architecture Trends in 2021.” CASA. https://casaindonesia.com/article/read/6/2021/4619/6-tren-desain-interior-rumah-dan-arsitektur-tahun-2021.

CIAFE. 2024. “Africa’s Footwear Traditions: From Sandals to Beaded Boots.” CIAFE https://www.ciafe.org/post/africa-s-footwear-traditions-from-sandals-to-beaded-boots#:~:text=In Southern Africa%2C the veldskoen,demanding conditions

of the veldt.

Dashia (@Dashia.in). 2024. “Revisiting history back where wooden bangles were considered to bring good luck.” Instagram post, December 1, 2024. https://www.instagram.com/p/DDCmPKaS1mh/?

img_index=4&epik=dj0yJnU9VzRoNUU5WHdvdE95N2ZxbFJxa2NBM2RiQVFqbGk1R2QmcD0wJm49NHlXQ0Z2VU5sYi1HRlBRUGFoMjBIUSZ0PUFBQUFBR2dIRUFN.

Etsy. n.d. “Midcentury Modern Smoked Glass Table Lamp.” Etsy. https://www.etsy.com/au/listing/1113621668/midcentury-modern-smoked-glass-table?

epik=dj0yJnU9Z2JoSG9fNENsUDhJT2E5ZHVrWmNrZkZNT212Y3JuX0UmcD0wJm49OVh0S3M1Sm9mQ2VEZjlSTFlRcmMyZyZ0PUFBQUFBR2dXOHk0.

Etsy. n.d. “Six 12mm round Tortoiseshell.” Etsy. https://www.etsy.com/au/listing/269661695/six-12mm-round-tortoiseshell-tortoise?gpla=1&gao=1&&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=shopping_au_en_au_d-

craft_supplies_and_tools&utm_custom1=_k_Cj0KCQjw_dbABhC5ARIsAAh2Z-TVrBbk_Liunl_HaVLwbd5aJ2fPm5XgVySD-

SdWP39KHWYlkGonnmsaAkVMEALw_wcB_k_&utm_content=go_22104614283_176942324847_728668042211_pla-

295462056867_c__269661695enau_5407761070&utm_custom2=22104614283&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22104614283&gbraid=0AAAAADutTMdO-wO7z862HNjabmhrd6_pE&gclid=Cj0KCQjw_dbABhC5ARIsAAh2Z-

TVrBbk_Liunl_HaVLwbd5aJ2fPm5XgVySD-SdWP39KHWYlkGonnmsaAkVMEALw_wcB.

Lee, An. 2022. “Top 5 Best Laser Engraver Machines for Wood.” Wattsan. https://wattsan.com/wood-engraving-laser-machine/.

Leitch, Luke. 2022. “Balmain.” Vogue Runway. https://www.vogue.com/fashion-shows/spring-2023-ready-to-wear/balmain.

Maison Flaneur. n.d. “Lighting” Maison Flaneur. https://www.maisonflaneur.com/collections/lighting?filter.v.price.gte=&filter.v.price.lte=&filter.p.m.custom.black_friday_2=Up+to+50%25&sort_by=manual.

MakerWeb. n.d. “Laser Cutting Lab.” MakerWeb. https://muse.union.edu/makerweb/laser-lab/.

Museum of Art. https://www.clevelandart.org/art/1929.566.

Schattdecor. n.d. “Tasmanian Blackwood.” Schattdecor. https://www.schattdecor.com/en/decors/detail/14-24020-001.

Socha, Miles. 2022. “Balmain RTW Spring 2023.” WWD. https://wwd.com/runway/spring-2023/paris/balmain/review/.

The Cleveland Museum of Art. n.d. “Sandals (Mitalawanda / Mitawanda) or Clogs (Kiatu Cha Mti)” The Cleaveland 

The Coates’ Closet (@TheCoatesCloset). 2024. “What a neat idea to repurpose broken belts!.” Facebook Post, February 13, 2024. https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Ed3HxE7UM/?mibextid=wwXIfr.

Viapiana, Alessandro. 2022. “At The Origins: Balmain’s Spring Summer 2023.” L’Officiel. https://www.lofficielibiza.com/fashion/balmain-fashion-show-spring-summer-2023-haute-couture-photo-look-collection.

Vintagegrindhouse. n.d. “Vintage Swedish Modernism Design Silk Thread Chair with Ottoman by Asa Karner.” Vintagegrindhouse. https://vintagegrindhouse.com/products/vintage-swedish-modernism-design-silk-thread-chair-with-ottoman-

by-asa-karner-for-alvi-design.

Wikipedia. n.d. “Paduka.” Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paduka.

Wikipedia. n.d. “Tortoiseshell.” Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tortoiseshell.


